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political life, had its influence upon the Germans, however
little sympathy those efforts may have found among them.
Time, and the long labours of many noble hearts
addressing their countrymen through the press and in the
Universities, were needed to mature this feeling of moral,
to strengthen this passion for political unity, to make it
familiar and dear to the mass of the people, to give
it a hold upon their imagination. It was not wonderful
that in looking on the apathy of their fellow-citizens and
the selfishness of their princes, these great men should
sometimes have despaired of success. And even when
the feeling had been created and the occasion came
which displayed its strength, it might have failed to fulfil
its work, had not the power to use and guide it been
lodged in the hands of a forceful and keen-sighted prac-
tical statesman. It was with Germany even as with
Italy, where the work of Gioberti, Manin, Mazzini, and
their brethren, might have remained unfinished but for
Cavour. And, as in Italy, the work was not carried
through in the way or by the means which the first
labourers had for the most part intended or desired. The
creation of a state de novo on ground cleared of all the
existing principalities, a state which, even if in form a
monarchy (though most would have preferred a republic)
should be based on the recognition of popular rights,
was what the ideal politicians of both countries had looked
forward to. But in both it was by the advance of an
existing state, which extended itself to include wider and
wider territories, and gave to them its organization, that
the unity of the nation was brought about. And this was
done with little or no change in the internal constitution
of the growing kingdom, little or no movement towards a
resettlement of society on democratic foundations. In
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